
 
5. Swim at your own risk in our designated swim 
areas at the Bowens Creek beach.  Life jackets 
are recommended and available for use at the park. 
Please do not sit, stand or climb on any buoy, depth 
marker or navigational aid. 
 
6. Jumping, diving, sunbathing or fishing from 
the boat dock is not permitted.  Please use desig-
nated swimming and fishing areas. 
 
7. All pets must be on a leash no longer than six 
feet. Pets are not permitted on swim beaches or in 
designated swim areas. Please remove and dispose 
of animal waste. 
 
8. The use of profane and offensive language is 
not permitted.  Visitors engaging in disruptive be-
havior will be asked to leave the park. 
 
9. Please observe the maximum safe speed of  
10 mph.  Careful driving in the park will insure the 
safety of all visitors and wildlife. 
 
10. Park management reserves the right to close 
the park for public safety.  Heavy visitation may 
make it necessary to temporarily close the park.  
During those times,  no additional visitors will be 
admitted.  If a visitor leaves the park, or is an annual 
pass holder, there is no guarantee of immediate     
re-entry. 

  
Violations of any park rules or regulations may result in      
citations and fines. 
 
The gate at Bowens Creek Park is locked between 
the hours of 8 PM and 9 AM (May -September).   

 
Philpott Lake 
Visitor  Center 

1058 Philpott Dam Road 
Bassett, VA 24055 

(276) 629-2703 
email: philpott@usace.army.mil 

 
www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/
DistrictLakesandDams/Philpott.aspx 

www.CorpsLakes.us 
Updated 2025 
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BOWENS CREEK PARK 
DAY USE REGULATIONS 

 
 

 
Welcome to Bowens Creek!  The Corps of Engi-
neers hopes you have a safe and enjoyable visit, and 
we ask your observance of the following regulations 
and policies: 
 
1. Alcoholic beverages and firearms are prohibit-
ed in all park areas; coolers may be searched.  
Rules and regulations governing public use of Corps 
of Engineers Water Resources Development Projects 
are posted throughout park areas and copies are 
available from any Park Ranger. Please observe all 
park policies. All regulations and policies are 
strictly enforced.   
 
2. Day Use Fees: All fees are NON-REFUNDABLE 

 
*1 vehicle          $7.00 
*Walk-ins -                                               $2.00  
*Children under the age of 16              No charge 
 
 

You will be issued a day use fee receipt from the  
automated fee machine (located at the gatehouse). 
You must display this receipt on your vehicle in plain 
view. Receipt is valid for date of sale only. Authorized 
America the Beautiful and Corps Annual passes will 
be honored.          

 
3. Visitors are required to remove all trash, equip-
ment, and supplies before vacating the park. 
Please dispose of all your trash in trashcans located 
throughout the park.  You are encouraged to deposit 
aluminum cans in the recycle bins provided. 
 
4. Fires must be confined to the designated fire 
grills.   
Extinguish all fires and burning embers when picnic 
site is unattended or vacated. 
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