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W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir Facts

The dam is composed of random earth fill, a sand chimney
drain, and a core trench that is filled with selected
impervious materials.

Dam

Topelevation..........cooviiiiiiniinn... 1107.5' MSL*
Maximumheight...... ... ..o i 148"
Length ..o 1750’
Topwidth ... 30'
Maximum basewidth............. ... ...l 870’
Spillway

Crestelevation ............cciiiiiiiiennnnn, 1075' MSL
Width .. e 400'
Outlet Works

Number of outletgates ...........coviiviiiiiiinn., 2
Diameterofoutlet ..., 12.25'
Pool

Elevation of conservationpool ................. 1030' MSL
Elevation of maximum flood pool .............. 1075' MSL
Elevation of minimumpool .................... 1000' MSL
Size

Reservoir at conservationpool ................ 1475 acres
Reservoir at maximum flood pool ............. 4000 acres
PublicLands ..., 2279 acres

*Mean Sea Level
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W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir

Physical Address
499 ReservoirRd .......coiii i 336.921.3390
Wilkesboro, NC 28697

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday................oooiial 8:00am-4:30pm

Phone Numbers

Bandit’s Roost Campground................. 336921.3190
Berry MountainPark........................ 336.921.2703
BoomerPark .......oviiiiiiiiii 336.921.2903
Fort Hamby Park & Campground............. 336.973.0104
Warrior Creek Campground/Keowee . ........ 336.921.2177
Wilkes SkylineMarina ...................... 336.921.3783
Social Media

Website www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District

LakesandDams/WKerrScott.aspx

Facebook  www.facebook.com/W-Kerr-Scott-Reservoir-
USACE-Wilmington-District-159942874077118/

Emergency Information
North Carolina State Highway Patrol.......... 919.733.7952

Motorists traveling through the state who need assistance
may dial *47 which is *HP on a cellular phone.

NC Wildlife Resources Commission ............ 888.248.6834
To Report Boating and Wildlife Violations ... .. 800.662.7137
Wilkes County Sheriff’s Department .......... 336.990.0228
FAA Weather Briefing ...................o. .t 800.992.7433
Wake Forest Baptist Health-.................. 336.651.8100

Wilkes Medical Center

CorpsWatch...........ciiiiiiinnnenn. 1.866.413.7970

Call this number if you witness vandalism or destruction of
government property.

IN AN EMERGENCY DIAL 9-1-1
US Army Corps of Engineers
W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir

499 Reservoir Rd
Wilkesboro, NC 28697

US Army Corps
of Engineerse
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W. KERR SCOTT DAM AND RESERVOIR
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W. KERR SCOTT DAM AND RESERVOIR

Welcome

The US Army Corps of Engineers
and the
State of North Carolina
Welcome Vou to
W. Kerr Scott Dam and Regervoir!

W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir is located in the Yadkin
River Valley situated near the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains of western North Carolina.

This man-made lake offers extensive opportunities for
outdoor recreational activities.

In 1929, the first studies to control the upper Yadkin River
were started. The Wilkesboro Dam and Reservoir Project

was authorized for construction by the Flood Control Act

which was approved on July 24, 1946.

During the intervening years between 1929 and 1960 various
investigations, studies, and reports were completed to
determine the most desirable type system to harness the
flood waters of the Yadkin River and prevent a recurrence

of the damaging floods such as those that occurred during
1899, 1916, and 1940.
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History

Congress authorized the Wilkesboro Dam and Reservoir in
1960 and construction began in September of that year.

In August of 1962, the Dam and Reservoir construction
phase was completed for the purposes of flood control and
water supply.

In 1963, the official name was changed by Congress to

“W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir” in honor of former
Governor and US Senator from North Carolina, William Kerr
Scott. Senator Scott was instrumental in obtaining

approval for the construction of the dam and reservoir.

He was also well known for his work as a farmer and dairy-
man and his interest in the development of water resources.

Water Supply

The project’s four primary purposes are flood control, water
supply, recreation, and fish and wildlife conservation.

In order to serve its authorized purposes, the reservoir level
is maintained during normal times at the top of conserva-
tion pool (elevation 1030 feet above mean sea level).

While this operation can be followed during most years and
does provide nearly ideal conditions, there are times when
inflows into the reservoir must rise into the flood control
pool if damaging flows downstream are to be prevented.

In periods of drought, the level must be drawn down to
provide necessary flows downstream. As a result

of fluctuating lake levels, some recreation areas will be
temporarily closed.
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US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Flood Control

The US Army Corps of Engineers manages the Yadkin River
by capturing excess floodwaters and regulating daily
flows. Water moves from the upstream reservoir through
an approach channel and into an intake tower.

Here you find two 5-ton steel gates, each 6 by 12.25 feet.
The service gates are adjusted regularly to control the
water flow downstream.

A concrete conduit at the base of the dam then carries the
water allowed through the gates 749 feet to the down
stream stilling basin. Regulated water releases provide a
normal conservation pool for flood control, water supply,
recreation, and fish and wildlife conservation.

Volunteer Program

America’s public lands and natural resources are a national
treasure. Developing trails and other ways for the general
public to interact with the outdoors provides the framework for
a new generation of those interested in America’s resources.

The US Army Corps of Engineers invites you to become a
volunteer. If you would like to volunteer your time and
skills by performing services such as maintaining trails,
improving natural resources habitat, conducting
environmental educational programs, or lake clean-up,
please contact the Visitor Assistance Center. If you are
interested in volunteering at a different US Army Corps of
Engineers project, please visit www.volunteer.gov/.
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