Wilmington Harbor GRR

Minutes May 17, 2006 PDT Meeting

1. The attendance list for the subject meeting is attached separately.  We briefly discussed the minutes of the April 19, 2006.  Points of note are as follows: 

a. John Hazelton has contacted the water users for appropriate information such as current and projected water use and information on existing and proposed water intake locations and elevations.  He will also be obtaining information from the NC Division of Water Resources.
b. We did meet with our Office of Council to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of developing an MOU with all interested parties.  We should have a recommendation by the next PDT meeting.
c. Ship simulation is probably not required for the NE Cape Fear River turning basin alternatives, but even though it may not be required it still might be appropriate to conduct it.  A final decision should be made shortly.
d. All the required field studies are on schedule to be completed by this fall.
e. Dial Cordy and Associates will continue to monitor for anadromous fish and larvae in the Cape Fear and Northeast Cape Fear Rivers through the end of May.  No confirmed anadromous fish larvae or eggs captured to date.  It is surprising that no American Shad eggs have been captured.
f. The surveys of water supply intakes at Fayetteville and DuPont have been completed.  The other existing cross-sections of the river and swamp should be adequate or can be supplemented with LIDAR data.   A website has been set up for the GRR.  Once the bugs have been worked out, we will let everyone know. 
g. Drilling at the locks and dams for potential fish passage alternatives began the week of May 15th, and a groundwater study will be initiated soon.
2. After review of the minutes, the following additional items were discussed:

a. John Sutherland gave an update on the POD lands.  The total track is about 850 acres.  If a conservation easement instrument is used, the swamp owners would still like to harvest the trees.  This instrument would have to be approved by the Corps.  Forest BMPs could be implemented with a reasonable buffer around the Primary Nursery Areas (PNA).  Frank Yelverton indicated that the purposed of the POD lands was to protect the PNA, not preserve the swamp.  However, a reasonable undisturbed border adjacent to the PNA must be preserved.  Buffers of 100 to 200’ were discussed.  John Sutherland will set up a meeting with the Division of Forest Services and all interested agencies (e.g. Corps, NMFS, NC Division of Marine Fisheries, US Fish and Wildlife Service, NC Wildlife Resources Commission, NC Coastal Management, and NCDWQ) to discuss this issue.
b. Jimmy Hargrove previously estimated preliminary quantities of rock and sediment to be removed from the four turning basin alternatives in the NE Cape Fear River, along with the area of PNA to be effected by each alternative.  Ed Dunlop will get with Jimmy to see if these quantities need to be updated, along with the configuration of the basins.  
c. We may modify UNC-W contract to include additional salinity profiles up the Cape Fear River to Lock and Dam # 1.  This would be done this summer and afterwards if drought conditions occur.
d. The Corps transferred funds to FWS to assess potential contaminates and sources that may effect the sediments behind the three locks and dams.  We should have their report by mid-June 2006.

e. There are scour holes below both Locks and Dams 1 & 2 which could effect the dams if the holes are migrating toward the dams.  Design Section is investigating this issue.  If there is a problem, placing clean rock or concrete rubble in the holes should resolve the situation.  Also if a rock ramp is ultimately selected for fish passage at either dam, having already filled the holes would reduced the cost of that alternative, but not preclude other fish passage alternatives.  The Corps is making preliminary contacts about potential sources of clean rock or concrete rubble.  
3. The next scheduled monthly PDT meeting was to be June 21, 2006, but there are a number of conflicts that week.  Therefore, we will skip June and the next meeting will be the quarterly PDT/IPT meeting on July 19, 2006.  As usual, the meeting will be in conference room A, 10:00 am at the Corps of Engineers office in Wilmington.   Everyone is welcomed, but if you are not a Corps employee let me know at least 24 hours in advance so I can provide your name to the security guard.

