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Conclusions and Recommendations

A survey of historical and archaeological literature and background research
confirmed evidence of sustained maritime activity associated with the Bogue
Inlet, North Carolina area. Documented transportation activities on the White
Oak River and Bogue Inlet area and neighboring waterways date from the
second half of the 16" century. The Swansboro area became a focus for European
activities as early as 1524 when the Italian navigator and explorer Giovanni da
Verrazano dispatched a small group to meet Indians somewhere between New
River Inlet and Bogue Inlet.

As a consequence of over 2,500 years of habitation and navigation in the area of
Bogue Inlet and the development of the port of Swansboro since the 18 century,
there is a high probability that historically significant submerged cultural
resources are located in the region. While no shipwrecks in the project vicinity
have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places, historical sources
document that they exist. Because of their association with the broad patterns of
North Carolina and Swansboros’ history, the remains of sunken vessels preserve
important information about the maritime heritage of the North Carolina coast.
The files of the Underwater Archaeology Unit of the Division of Archives and
History list no known sites in the survey area.

Analysis of the remote sensing data revealed a total of three magnetic anomalies:
one in Area 1 and two in Area 2. Of those targets, only the anomaly within Area
1 exhibited signature characteristics consistent with submerged cultural
resources. However, because on-site disturbance will consist of the deposit of
dredge spoil, it appears that there will be no adverse impacts to the material
generating the target signature. The two targets within Area 2 appear to have
been generated by single ferrous objects such as crab traps, small diameter pipe,
small boat anchor or other modern debris. Based on the remote sensing survey
no submerged cultural resources will be impacted by the proposed project. No
further investigation is recommended in conjunction with the proposed project.



