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Issue Date:

The Wilmington District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the North
Carolina Department of the Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR), and the
North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) are proposing several
amendments to the July 2003 Tri- Party Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between
USACE, NCDOT, and NC DENR that established the Ecosystem Enhancement Program
(NC EEP). In addition, USACE and NC DENR are proposing amendments to the 1998
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between USACE and NC DENR that established
the Wetland Restoration Program (NC EEP-ILF).

In summary, the MOA amendments will:

a. Clarify options available to NCDOT if a project is advanced in the TIP.

b. Modify the timeframes by which mitigation is to be provided as well as provide overall
program goals relative to the delivery of mitigation in advance of permit issuance.

¢. Provides a mechanism to allow NC EEP to more efficiently accommodate
unanticipated impacts that are received outside of the normal long range TIP impact
projections.

d. Allow NC EEP to pursue alternative mitigation options if certain thresholds are not
met within a particular cataloging unit in a given year.

e. Allow for the modification of timeframes if unforeseen circumstances warrant such a
modification.

In summary, the MOU changes will:

a. Similar to (d), above, allow NC EEP-ILF to pursue alternative mitigation options if
certain thresholds are not met within a particular cataloging unit in a given year.

b. Shift the anniversary date for mitigation requirements to June 30 of any year to allow
for the acquisition of larger projects and to simplify reporting requirements.

The full text of the amendments are attached to this public notice. The original version of
the MOA and MOU can be accessed at the Wilmington District website at

http://usace.army.mil

Comments regarding these amendments should be directed to Mr. Scott McLendon, Post
Office Box 1890, Wilmington North Carolina 28402-1890. Comments should be
submitted no later than 1 November 2006.
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