DEPARTMENT OF THT. ARMY
Wilmingian Distnctl, Corps ol Enpincers
Post Office Box 1840
Wilminglon, Morth Carobma 28402- 1850
(httpaffw sy sawy . usace. army il wetlandsfragtour htm)

Action 112 No, 2008300578 Febrvary 7, 2003

FITRI.TC WOTTCTE

The Morth Carolimg Wildlife Resousces Commission, 1720 Mail Scrvice Center, Raleigh,
North Carolina, has applicd tor @ Deparlment ol the Army (DA} permit TO CONSTRUCT A
BOAT RAMP, FLOATING DOCKS, BREAKWATER, BULKHEAD, ROAD
IMPROVEMENT WITH MANEUVERTNG AREA, PARKING LOT AND FSTABLISH A
NO-WAKT ZONT. AT THESE FACILITIES AND THE ADJACENT CANAL, ADJACENT
T0O THE ATLANTIC INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY (AIWW) TOQ BE LOCATED
UNDERNEATH THE I C 904 BRTDGE, TN THE TOWN OF OCEAN ISLE BEACH,
BRUNSWICK COUNTY. NORTH CAROLINA, In order 0 construct cthis praject 11,000
square feet of shallow boltom will be crcavated, 5, 238 square feel of non-vegetated wetlands
will be filled. and 2,110 gquare feel of shablow bowom will e filled.

The following deseription of the work is taken from dala provided by the applicant. Plang
submitted with the application show the: proposed Tinuts of the tacality and Mo-Wake Hone.

The state-owned 3.6 acre projec: site is loculed underncath und immediately adjacent to
the Qcean [sle Beach Bndge, on the island. The property is roughly 560° by 290" wide. The
existing opography ranges in elevalion from 13+ down to 5. The westem part of the tract
conlaing Section 404 wetlands and unvegelated and vegetaied coastal marsh. The project fulls
within coastal wetlands, public tnusl waters, estuaring waters anc esluarine shorchne areas of
covironmental concern. The esisting (eatures on the site include riprap rock along ene portion of
the shoreling abulting the Waterway, a paved road end (Causcway Dnve) and an undeveloped
dirt road. Bridege pillurs supporting the Ocean Tsie Beach Bridge are existing and are shown on
tha site plar.

The purpose of the work is to provide a public beating facility and a No-Wake Zong for
safe navigarion into and out of the area, Plang showing the work are inciuded with this publiv
notice.

The applicant has determnined that the propused wark is consistent with the North Carolina
Coastal Zone Managernent Plan and has submitted this determination 1o the Notth Caroling
Divizion of Coastal Management ([NCDCM) for their review and comcurrence. This proposul
shall be roviewed for Lhe applicability of other actions by Nomh Carolima agencies soch as:

#. The issuanee of 2 Waler Qualicy Certification onder Section 401 of the Clean Warer Act
by tha Morth Carolina Division ol Water (uality {NCDWO),




k. The issnance of a permit to dredge and/or ill undcr North Carolinag Grencral Sralote
113 229 by the North Carolina Division of Coastal Management (NCDCh).

¢. The 1ssuance of a permit under the Narth Carolina Coastal Area Munsgement Act
{CAMA) by the North Caroling Divicien of Coastal Management (NCDOM) or their delezates.

d. The issusmce of an cascment 10 fill or otherwise occupy State-owned submerged land
under North Carolinad General Statule 143-34164), 146-6, 146-11, and 146-12 by the North
Curoling Deparement of Administration (INCDA) and the MNarth Caraling Councit of State.

e. The upproval o an Ervsion and Sedimentalion Cuntrol Plun by the Land Qualicy
Scclion, Narlh Carolina Davision of Land Resources (NCOILR ), pursuant to the State
Sedimentution Polluion Control Act of 1973 (NC GUE. 113 A-50-04).

The requested Department of the Army {DA) permit will be denicd 11 any required Srate or
local autronzation andfor certification are denicd. No DA permit will be issued until u Stute
coordinated viewpoint is received and reviewed by this ageney. Revipients of this notice are
cnconraged to furmish comments on factors of cancem represcnted by the above ageneics
directly {0 Lhe Tespective agency. with a copy furnished 1o the Corps of Engineers.

This natze initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The Disirict Engineer's initiul
determination is that the proposed project would noy adversely impact GFI or associaren
fishcncs managed by the South Atlantic or Mid Atlantic Fishary Management Couneils or the
ational Marine Fisherics Service.

"This application 15 being considerad pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
Section L0 of the Rivers and Hurbor Act of 1899 (33 T1S.C. 403} Any person may request, in
writing within the comment pericd speciticd in the nolice, thal @ public kearing be held 1o
consider this apphcation. Reguests for public hearing shall state, with particulurity, the reasons
for holding a public hearmg.

The Tistrict Engineer has consulted the latest publizhed wersion of the Wational Regisier of
Historiz Places [or the presence ar sbsence of registered properties, o propertics listed as being
eligikle for inclusion therein, and this sitc is not regisicred propetty ot property listed as being
eligitle for inclusion in the Register. Consultation of the National Registeris the extent of
cultural resource investigations by the District Engineer. and he is otherwise unawars of the
presence of such resources. Presently, unknown archeological. scicntific. prehistorical, or
historical data may he lost or destroyed by work under the requestad permit.

The District Engincer, based on available information, 1s not aware that the proposed
Czckivity will wifect speties, or their enbical habitst, designated as endangered or threstencd
pursuant to the Endangerad Specics Act or 1973,

-



The decision, whether to issue a pernut, witl be based on an evalwation of (he probable
impacls, including cumuwlative impacts, of the proposcd activity and its intended use on the
public interest. Bvalualion of the probable impacts that the proposed activity may have on the
public interest requires a careful weighing of all those factors that become releviant incach
patticular case. The benafits (hal may be expecled o pecrue from the proposal must be balanced
agains ils foreseeable deriments. The decision whether to auwthorize a proposal, and if 30 tie
condinons under which it will be allowed 1o occar, wee therefore decided by the outcome of the
geneni] buluncing process. That decision should reflect the natignal congern for both protection
and use of impartant resources. All factors that mav be relevant to the proposal must be
comsirlered ingludimg the cumulative effcets of it. Among those are conservation, economics,
ueslhetics, genenul environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife valugs,
[Neod hazards amd (load plain values (accarding (o0 Executiva Oeder 11988), land use, navigaricn,
shore erosion and zcorehion, recreation, waler supply and conservalion, waler gualily, encegy
needs, sulely, food und [iber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and, in general, the neads und weliwe of the people. For activities involving the plicement of
dredzed or Bl maienals mowaters af the Limited Setes, a permit will be den:ed 1f the thscharge
thut would be authorized would not comply with tae Environmental Protection Agency's
AMBIT guidelioes, Subjecl o e proceding seulence and any ather applicable guidelines or
criteria, a permit will be granted unless the District Engineer decides that it would be contrary to
the public interest.

The Comps of Enginears is soliciting conwnents from the public; Fadaral, State and local
agencics and officizls: Indian Tribes and other interested partics to consider and cvaluate the
impacls of this proposcd ac vy, Any comments reecived will be considercd by the Corps of
Ergincors to decide wEcther to issuc, modity, condition or deny 4 permit for this proposal. 1o
muke this decision, comments are used ta assess iImpacts on endangered species, histonc
proportivs, waler guality, general ernvitoneenlal clleees and the ccther pablic inwerest Taclors Tisted
ashove. Comments arc uscd in the preparation of an Environmcenial Asscssment (EA) andfor an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS} porsuane to the Natonal Environmental Palicy Act
{NLEPA), Comments are alse used 1o decide the need for 3 public heanrg and to decide the
public interest of the proposed activity,

Wrilten comments pertinent to the propased worl, as outlined above, will he received in
this office, Attention: Mr. Henry Wicker, until 4:15 p.m., February 24, 2003 or telephone {910)
2514930,
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NCWRC Ocean ksle Reach Bouting Access Area
Fage 2

9, NARRAVIVE DESCRIPTION-

The Town Dfpceatl fsle Beach iz located on a burrisr island g Erunswick Covnty. The most direct route (o
Croean [sle as Hiphway 904 from 17 S, Highway 7. Oceen Isle Beack iz hardercd by the Alaniic Inrracoasta
Walerwvay and the Atlantic Ozean with Tubbs Inlet to Lhe wast and Shallare Inlet to the cast. There i3 a Bxed
spam, high-rise bridze that conmects Ocean Tsle Bozeh 1o ths Brunswick Couuty mainlane.

The subject of this apphicztion is a public hoating access ures being proposed by the North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission. The state-owned 3.6 acre projest site iy focated underneath acd inumediately adjzcent
to the Ocean lsle Beach bridge, on the island, The propety as roaghly S60' by 290 wide. The existing
topogranhy ranges in elevation from |5%- down to 5" The westcmn part of the trect contains tederal wellands
and unvegetsted and veguiated coastal marsh, The project falls within coastal wellands, public st warers,
esiuzring waters end estzarine shoreline areas of cnvironmenlsl concem,

The existing fiatures on the site include np rap rock aleng one portian of the shoreline ebusting the Waterway, a
paved road end (Causeway Drive) and an undeveloped dirt road, Brid g pllars supporting the Ocean Isle Beach
bridee are existing and are shown on the site plan {sheet 3 ol ).

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

The applicants propuse to construct 38 parking spaces, a pravel access road with MANEUVering area, a boat ranp,
o fioating docks flanking the proposed ramp, a halkhead und 4 breakwater, Stornrwaler infilration hasing are
also proposed fea*urcs and ae shown on the sitc plan. The improved access road, parking, paz of the
manewvening azea aad ‘nfiltration basins are g]] located on high ground, A whealchair Access walloway frorn the
parking area iy also planned, The applicant estimates that about 1.7 aczes of langd will be disturked for this
nroject.

The propused boat ramp, floating docks and bulkhcadbreskwater walls would be tocaled below mean high
water. Tha proposed double lane concrele boat ramp: has been designed al 107 Jong by 28" wide. The boar ramp
15 10 be constrycted of 4 |' store base, 6" #57 slone, and z 6" concrete sfab, The prososed ramp wonld extend
approximately 75 below mean high water, A 20 x 46° LUTLCIETe apron 15 1o be constructed 2t the entrance to the
boat ramp. Two §' by 94 waod floating docks arc proposed; une on exch side of the bozi rarp. These docks
would provide aceess to those individuals putting in and raking out their hoats ai this facility. A vinyi sheet pile
brealowater wall is proposed along side the proposed ramp extending along the excavated channel to cican low
waltr.  This wall would offer protsciion trom passing boar wakes and should alsn facilitatz keeping the
excavated channc! clear of cevwmubated seditments. These prupased vinyl walls extend 120" belaw trican high
waler, farther into the waterbody then any other of the proposed structures, The ends of the winyl walls would
o€ approximately 92' from the fonder wali undemeath the bridge.

Bacavation is pronosed fur the waterward end of the proposed ramp. About 975 squurz feel of shallow bottom
would bu dredoed in the vicinity of the proposed ramp down to an slevation, of -5.5' mean low water, Sec sheet
5 nf 6 for exisling water depths and elevations. The applicant has caleulated zhout 1,588 cubic yards of spoil
material would be excavared from below miean high water, The material would be excavaled by mechenical
weans such as wackhoe, The maneuvering area has been designated by. the applicant as the proposed spoil
containment areq (see sheat 3 of 6) for the dredge spoil. Once dewalered, the materia | would be spread out and
contained on site by the proposed bulichead, A A85% - bulkhaad wall s proposed around the maneuvering arey
identified as "spoil conlsinment area” on the plans and traesitiors inta a breakwater wail botween tean high
and mean low waler along the sides of the proposed ramp. As the bulkhcad transitions into 4 breakwater alony '
sidz the boat ramp, the wall is Aroposed to be construcred leaving » 2° Open space every 2 feer, '




Appronimetely 5,238 square feet of nun-vegerated coastal marsh i3 slated be filled as 2 result of this projest.
Irregularly flondsd, nonsvegctated coastal marsh to be filled lics within the maneuvering area and ramp approuch as
idenl:fied on sheet 3 of 6. The "CAMA™ hne o1 saeet 3 of € sipnifics CAMA jurisdictional wetlangs, The
apparance of the wetland zrea in the field is sandy substrate, regularly and iregularly flaoded and mostly devoid
of vegetation due to vebicles currently using the cnimproved boar ramp area.  Coustal wetland plants such as
Salicornia spp. and Dissichlis spicata are yrowing and flourigaing around the bridge piltars where people do not
doive:, Large expanses of spariing alterniflora lie to te west of the preject arca. Initizlly the manesivering ares
would be used to dewater and store the dredge spoil out of the [arzcoastzl Waterway. The manecvering arca is to
be bulkheaded priar to the excavation wurk cemmencing. The dredge spoll would then be excavated and pieced in

the mancuvering arcs tor dewatering. Later the spoil area would be leveled ot and used for velucles Lo tumn around
and back down the boat ramp,

The waters of the Intracoastal Waterway have been classificd as SA by the Division of Water Quality. They are
conditionally open ta shellfishing. The waters of the Intracoastal Watcrway are not a Gesignuted Primary Nursery
Arca as designated by the Division of Marins Fisheries, However, the surrounding marsh areas oet this tract and

ehutting this tract are Primary NMursery Areas, The areas has been clussifizd as "Conservation” hy the Ocean Isle
Reach Land Use Plan.

All of the proposed 33 parking spaces are Inculed an hi g0 ground and outside of the 75 estuarine shoreline arca of
cnvirenmental corcern {AEC). The proposed gravel access road and most of the maneuvering area are outside of
the 75 estuarine shoreline ABC. The upper part of the boat ramp, concrete epproach, and a small portion af the
manelvenng atea are located within the estustine shoreline arca of envITOnmenta, concern. As previouslhy
ciscussed, a portion of the maneuvering arez is located within un veperated coastal wellands, The docks, boat ramp
and breakwater are lorated within the public trust and estuarine water arcas of =n virowmenlal concern,
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