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Hurricane Response 
Twenty-four members of the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers, Wilmington District, headed for Maxwell Air 
Force Base in Alabama on August 29th as part of the 
Corps’ nationwide mobilization to respond to Hurricane 
Gustav which threatened the U.S. Gulf Coast. 
   The Wilmington District Emergency Operations Center, 
headed up by Ron Stirrat, went to 12-hour a day opera-
tions, and stayed in close touch with the team as they 
took flights and vehicles south. 
   “When my team arrived in Alabama, they were fully 
trained and ready to receive and oversee distribution of 
emergency supplies like water and ready-to-eat meals,” 
Stirrat said. “These great volunteers mobilized from all 
around our District, some from here in Wilmington, and 
others from our lakes and regulatory offices as far away 
as Raleigh, Virginia, and other locations. We are part of a 
much bigger national Corps response.”  
  Col. Jeff Ryscavage, Commander of the Wilmington Dis-
trict, said “I am proud to see how efficiently and quickly 
people on our District Team responded to meet this na-
tional need. We still have months of hurricane season 
ahead, and this group of 24 were only a few of the people 
under my command who were focused on readiness for 
the storm and others that may be following.”  

Bait Machine 
   The tailrace area of Jordan Dam is now home to a 24 
hour bait shop.  With prices starting at $2–  fish hooks, 
red worm, night crawlers and crickets are now conven-
iently at hand while fishing from the pier.  
   Managed by the NC Division of Services for the Blind; 
the programs purpose is to provide employment opportu-
nities to the blind and visually impaired citizens of North 
Carolina through the operation of 
vending and on-site food service 
locations throughout the state.  
The federal Randolph-Sheppard 
Act grants the state licensing 
agency the rights to operate food 
service and vending facilities on 
federal properties. 



Boat Operation Training 
  
Corps employees from across the Wilmington District recently gathered at John H. Kerr Dam and Reservoir for 
the Boat Operator Training Course.  The three day course gave the students practice in boat operation and 
maintenance, trailering, water safety and fire suppression.  Each Corps’ employee is required to take the 
course before operating a government boat.  Safety first– know your boat. 

Rescue Throws 

Entering Boat From Water 

Docking 

Hypothermia Huddle 

Towing 



From the time Jordan Lake was first considered as a flood control option, it took nearly 50 years for it to be-
come a reality. Previously, the area supported a rural way of life with several small towns such as Farrington, 
Beaver Creek, and Seaforth located in the vicinity. The Durham and South Carolina Railroad also ran through 
part of the area along the New Hope Valley River basin. The route ran from Bonsal to Durham and Durham to 
South Carolina carrying timber for railway ties, cotton, corn, beans, and tobacco. As construction of the lake 
began, people, roads, and railways had to be relocated. 

1933 – Three different plans were submitted to House of Representatives by the Chief of the US Army Corps 
of Engineers (Corps). The proposals varied between multiple lakes being built for power, flood control, and a 
combination of both and included lakes such as Howards Mill, Lillington, and Smiley Falls. The plans were 
found too costly at the time. 
1945 - A disastrous tropical storm moved over North Carolina hitting the Cape Fear River Basin and Fayette-
ville especially hard. Congress prompted a review of the plans for flood control along the Cape Fear River. 
1962 - A comprehensive basin report was submitted by the Corps that recommended three large reservoirs be 
built including Jordan, Randleman, and Howards Mill. 
1964 – Congress approved funding for the construction of Jordan. 
1965 - Plans were finalized for the construction of a zoned earthen dam using an earth and rock fill.  A zoned 
earthen dam is constructed in sections, or zones, of varying materials arranged in a way that keeps it solid and 
stable. A multilevel intake structure was also designed. 
1970 - A contract for the construction of the dam and spillway was awarded to Sanford Construction Company 
on November 5. A groundbreaking ceremony was held in early December. 
1973 – In February, a lawsuit filed by a conservation group in NC stopped construction for 11 months. Con-
struction resumed in January of 1975. 
1976 – The Corps issued a "Notice to Impound" to begin filling the lake. This led to a full court trial by a conser-
vation group that opposed the action. As a result, the dam site acted as a dry reservoir with numerous tempo-
rary rises in the lake after heavy rainfall events. 
1979 – One particular rain event resulted in the lake temporarily at three feet above the normal pool elevation 
which is 216 feet above mean sea level (ft msl). During this time testing found some problems with the founda-
tion resulting in modifications being made to the dam. 
1981 - Filling of the lake began in September of 1981. Five months later, the 
lake reached normal pool elevation of 216 ft msl in February of 1982. 

History of B. Everett Jordan Dam and Lake 



The Continental Congress established the Army on June 16, 1775. Col. Richard Gridley was selected as 
the Chief Engineer. His primary duty was directing fortifications during the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
 
On March 11, 1779, Congress added companies of engineer troops, or sappers and miners to the Army 
and formed the Corps of Engineers. The Engineers fought in the Battle of Yorktown in 1781 which forced 
the British to surrender.  
 
When the Revolutionary War ended in 1783, a debate followed on whether there should be a peacetime es-
tablishment of the Army. Congress didn't approve a peacetime Army, therefore the Corps and its companies 
of sappers and miners were no longer needed.  
 
In 1794, Britain threatened war again and Congress appointed temporary engineers to secure key harbors. 
The Corps of Engineers was made permanent in 1802 and took charge of the military academy at West 
Point, New York.  

Over the years the Corps' involvement in civil works expanded. The Corps was given the responsibility of 
navigation and flood control. After World War II, multipurpose projects involving navigation, water storage, 
irrigation, and recreation in addition to flood control predominated. In the process, the Corps of Engineers 
became a leading producer of hydroelectric power. The Corps' role in protecting the natural environment 
also expanded.  
 
The Corps of Engineers today is a complex organization with multiple responsibilities requiring extensive 
design, engineering and construction expertise. The Corps also has a large military construction program 
involving other military services and federal agencies at home and overseas. The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers leads the world in engineering technology while researching new techniques for building tomorrow. 

History of the Corps 

Turret Castle 
 

In 1840, the Army officially announced the adoption of the 
turret castle, which was the insignia to be worn on the Corps 
of Engineers uniform epaulets and belt plates. Although the 
design of the castle has changed many times since its in-
ception, it has remained the distinct symbol of the Corps of 
Engineers. The design represents a castle in its most con-
ventional form, without decoration or embellishments, to se-
cure simplicity of the design and practicality in use.  
 
The castle has evolved into two styles that are used today, 
the traditional and the signature. The traditional castle is 
used for external Corps communications and identification 
application where there is a need for traditional heraldry. 
The signature castle, created in 1981, is used to graphically 
identify the Corps and its Field Operating Activities in a uni-
form and communicative way. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
Active June 16, 1775– present 

Country United States 

Branch United States Army 

Size 34,600 civilian and 650 
military members 

Garrison/HQ Washington, DC 

Motto Essayons (Let us try) 

Colors Red and White 



 
Upcoming events 

Heritage Day 
 Annual Fall Festival on October 4th, 2008. 10:00am - 3:00pm White Oak Recreation Area on Hwy 64. (east 
side of 64 bridge) FREE! Just good old fashioned fun! Join park staff in celebrating the unique cultural and 

natural resources of the Jordan Lake area. Historical games for kids, "olde time" activities for all ages. Clog-
ging, live music, basket weaving, blacksmith, corn shuck dolls, apple press, farm life, Native American arti-

facts, long rifles, historical exhibits, and more! Eat Jerry's Ole Time BBQ while sitting in the shade listening to 
music by Vintage Blues. Or pack a picnic lunch and enjoy the day! Call (919)362-0586 for more information 

Come see your favorite rangers in this years Raleigh Christmas Parade- November 22. 



Jordan Lake Junior Rangers 
Send completed answers online to;    carmen.b.boyette@usace.army.mil  
or mail to:  Junior Ranger Program Coordinator at PO Box 144, Moncure, NC 27559.   
(Open to all children ages 5-14.  Parents may need to assist  younger children) 
Upon receipt, you will receive a Junior Ranger Badge and certificate.  

Most of the answers can be found on the website.   http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/jordan/index.htm 

Have fun and good luck on your way to becoming an online Junior Ranger. 

 

Name _______________________  

Age  ________________________  

Address (for badge and certificate) ______________________________________  

All of the answers can be found online using the Jordan  Lake website.  

1.  How big is Jordan Lake?  

2.  What do you think “open green space” means?  

3.  Name two different agencies that manage resources around Jordan Lake.  Resources include the Dam, 
game lands, recreation areas,  forested areas, etc.  

4.  Name an activity you can do at Seaforth State Recreation Area?  

5. Water safety is very important to remember when you visit Jordan Lake.  Name three safety tips to keep you 
and your family safe.  

6.  Who has to wear a life jacket on the lake while a boat is moving?  

7. If you could present a water safety or environmental education program, what would you talk about?  

8. Name a volunteer activity that people can do at the lake.  Have you ever volunteered somewhere?  

9.  Many bald eagles call Jordan Lake home, what kinds of trees do they like to build nests in?  

10.  Visit the Corps Lakes Gateway (www.corpslakes.us) site and pick two different lakes you would like to 
visit?    

 

 

 

 

Camp - 
 In July of 2009, a week long day camp will be held at the Visitor Assistance 
Center.  Come earn your Junior Ranger Badge by participating in a variety of 
nature related experiments, crafts, and games.  Participants will also become 
"experts" in environmental safety. Open to students 9 to 12 years old.   More 

information to come.  You may pre-register by calling 919-542-4501 ext. 27 or 
by emailing the Center.  Jordan@usace.army.mil 



SnapShots of Jordan Lake 
 

If you have any great pictures of Jordan Lake and the surrounding 
recreational areas or of you and your family in life jackets that you 
would like to share in our next newsletter, please e-mail them to:  

tara.n.arnette@usace.army.mil 
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