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Corps takes further actions in Camp Butner project

WILMINGTON, North Carolina—The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, has been moving forward with a variety of actions in the project to assess and clean up World War II ordnance on the site of Camp Butner. The former military installation was a large training site during World War II. In December, the Corps released findings of an Engineer Evaluation / Cost Analysis that detailed needs for about $12 million worth of clean up work needed on Camp Butner Lands. “Funding under Department of Defense’s Formerly Used Defense Site program allocates only about 1/3 of the funds needed to accomplish this work over the next six years,” said District Commander Col. Ray Alexander. “We must proceed carefully, and prioritize our work so as to ensure we address the most serious risks first.”


The first priority, scheduled to begin sometime after mid-May, is the completion of a Time Critical Removal Action on two properties that that show indications of potential for unexploded ordnance. The Corps will be conducting a removal to depth (a type of search in which Explosive Ordnance Removal contractors dig until they find the object that is giving a signal, or until the signal disappears) on a property adjoining the Lakeview Subdivision, where several unexploded ordnance items were found during the Engineer Evaluation process, and on a property in the Rosemount area where signatures of more than 80 metallic items were detected during a geophysical survey. The removal action will take about a week to complete. 


Second, the Wilmington District will be conducting some sampling around the former installation to determine whether further work addressing ground water may be required. “To date, the evidence we have indicates that the Camp Butner area certainly does have ordnance contamination problems. Neither history nor previous testing have so far indicated other types of hazardous waste on the installation. We are taking steps to determine whether there are any additional contamination problems of military origin that may have gone undetected.”


Third, the Corps plans to hold an initial meeting for the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB), a body which includes membership from the Federal, State, and Local government, and other representatives from the local community. The RAB will assist in gathering information and recommending priorities during the cleanup process. 


Since December, Corps project delivery team members have 

