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Corps of Engineers to search for Ordnance at two sites in Rougemont and Stem starting May 17, 2004

Wilmington, North Carolina—The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will complete Time Critical Removal Actions at two properties starting the week of May 17, 2004. The first removal action will be conducted on property owned by Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Blalock located on Uzzle Road at the intersection of electric transmission lines and the road in Rougemont.  The second investigation will be conducted on property owned by Mr. and Mrs. Riley in the Lakeview Subdivision in Stem. Both properties were identified for a Time Critical Removal Action during an Engineer Evaluation conducted last year.

The removal work will begin on or about Monday, May 17, 2004 and is expected to be complete by early June. The work on the Blalock property will require temporary evacuation of properties within 2,577 feet of that property. The Riley property work will require evacuations within a range of 200 feet of that property. You have received this notice because all or part of your property is within one of these two protective zones.  The differing size of the protective zones is based upon the types of ordnance it is expected may exist on the properties undergoing a removal action. The perimeters that have been established are based upon the protective range needed should a piece of ordnance explode in an unprotected manner. While this is most unlikely, we take every precaution to ensure safety during such operations.  

The Corps’ contractor, USA Environmental, will dig specific targets located during geophysical mapping of the two properties done in June of 2003. The contractor will work during daylight hours, when residents are typically away from home at work or school. However, if you would normally be at home during this time period, we will make hotel accommodations available to you during the daytime hours. 

The Butner Police will assist in coordinating and verifying evacuations. The Corps, USA Environmental, and the Butner Police will make every effort to keep area residents informed of progress throughout the work. In order to reduce unnecessary worry, please know that we will be informing you of any ordnance finds before undertaking to demolish the ordnance. Thus, ‘no news’ means that we have not found any ordnance needing demolition during the day’s work. If ordnance is found, it will be kept under guard until demolition can be accomplished, and residents will be informed of the planned demolition. Whenever possible, the ordnance will be destroyed in place by enclosing the ordnance in sandbags and using explosive charges to detonate the ordnance. 

Please refer your questions about this project to:

Mr. Robert Keistler

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District

ATT: CESAW (Robert Keistler)

P.O. Box 1890

Wilmington, NC 28402

Phone: (910) 251-4709

Email: Robert.w.keistler@saw02.usace.army.mil
Or

John Baden

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District

 ATTN: CESAW (John Baden)

P.O. Box 1890

Wilmington, NC 28402

Phone: (910) 251-4754

Email: John.A.Baden@saw02.usace.army.mil 

