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Corps completes ordnance search, no explosive materials found

Wilmington, NC—A Time Critical Removal Action has been completed  investigating two properties in Stem and Rougement, North Carolina, on land that once was part of the World War II Camp Butler military installation. No live munitions were found in either location. The Riley property, located at the Lakeview Subdivision in Stem, North Carolina, was cleared Wednesday. Property owned by Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Blalock yielded the empty casings for two spent 105 mm smoke rounds and one 81 mm mortar trench casing. 


“We investigated to depth* (see below) on all signatures shown in geophysical surveys taken last year,” said Bob Keistler, Project Manager for Formerly Used Defense Sites at the Wilmington District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. “The items have now been cleared. The property owners should now be able to confidently cultivate for a garden, build a garage, or whatever they want on the acreage immediately around their homes.” 


The next step in a long term project to address the various areas identified for cleanup on the site of former Camp Butner will be to establish a Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) with members from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, local governments, and the State of North Carolina, as well as interested citizens and other groups.


The public is invited to attend a meeting which will give an update on the recent clean up action, explain plans to do some water testing in response to public concerns, and to set up the RAB. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 25, 2004, at 6:30 p.m. in the Town of Butner Operations Building at 205 C West E Street in Butner, North Carolina. 

* The term “clearance to depth” means that investigators dig either until the metallic object indicated on the survey is found or until no further signal indicating the presence of a metallic object can be detected.

For more information about the FUDS project to clean up former Camp Butner, visit our web site at www.saw.usace.army.mil  and click on the Camp Butner “Hot Topic” listed on our home page.

