[image: image1.jpg]US Army Corps
of Engineers:

Wilmington District









FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATELY






10 December 2003






POC: Penny Schmitt (910) 251-4626

Corps schedules Public Meeting on Camp Butner UXO study

WILMINGTON, North Carolina—The US Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, will host a public meeting to discuss results of an Engineer Evaluation / Cost Analysis Study of the former Camp Butner. The meeting will be held on December 16 at 6:00 p.m. at the Butner Town Operations Building, 205 West E Street, in  Butner, NC. 


Camp Butner, once a 40,384 acre military installation, was used for infantry and some artillery training during World War II. Although extensive cleanup was conducted when the installation was closed in 1947, unexploded ordnance (UXO) and ordnance scrap still can be found on the site of the former installation.


In early 2000, the US Army Corps of Engineers began an Engineer Evaluation of the former installation. The Corps’ contractor, Parsons, investigated several hundred carefully selected plots of land for metallic items, finding 13 unexploded ordnance items across the former installation. When residents in the Lakeview Subdivision and a property owner in Rougemont discovered UXO on their properties, the Corps intensified its study of those areas. Ultimately a Time Critical Removal Action to address the imminent threat of UXO was conducted in Lakeview, clearing all metallic items to a depth of 6 inches. Six further UXO items were found. A survey of the Rougemont property has been conducted, and a Time Critical Removal Action will be completed there in early 2004. 


The southern area of former Camp Butner, with the exception of a 20-acre area around the water tower in the Town of Butner, has been found clear of ordnance scrap and UXO. However, the Northern 21,000 acres of the former installation has yielded significant evidence of UXO contamination. This part of the former installation was used for live fire training with a variety of ammunition, ranging from grenades and bazooka rounds to 155 mm. Artillery rounds. 


At the public meeting, the Corps will outline the areas needing further cleanup action, explain the actions recommended in the Engineer Evaluation / Cost Analysis, and explain how local community members and officials can give input to the work planning process through a Restoration Advisory Board. 


Members of the press are invited. For further information prior to the meeting, please contact Penny Schmitt at (910) 251-4626 or email Penny.Schmitt@usace.army.mil 

