MEETING MINUTES

April 26, 2007

Project:  Former Camp Butner Restoration Advisory Board
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Butner, North Carolina

Attendees:  Sam Colella, USACE Wilmington (Co-Chair, Government Representative); Richard Veazey, Granville County Resident (Co-Chair); Art Shacter, NC Division of Environment and Natural Resources (State Representative); Barry Baker, Granville County Senior Planner; Marti Morgan, NCDENR Engineer; Scott Strickland, Butner Public Safety; Tom McGee, Town of Butner; Hope Taylor-Guevara, Clean Water for NC and Resident; (Raymond Livermore, USACE Wilmington; Robert Nore and David Wilson, USA Environmental.)

Prepared by:
Brenda K. Daniel

Topic:  RAB Meeting 10

INTRODUCTION 

At 6:30 p.m. Co-Chairman Richard Veazey called the meeting to order.

Mr. Veazey briefly went over the Agenda and noted that RAB Member Susan Bass had an excused absence for tonight’s meeting.

The secretary to the RAB would like to note that the January 25, 2007 minutes will be revised to note that Hope Taylor-Guevara was present at the meeting.

WORK UPDATE

Robert (Bob) Nore, Project Manager with USA Environmental gave a brief background of what they have completed.  He noted that they began working in the Butner area August 2005.  They developed their work plan by December 15, 2005.  They completed their first area (Area 1A) on February 17, 2006.  They cleared approximately ½ of Lakeview Subdivision on October 11, 2006 and the remaining ½ has not been cleared because of property owners refusing to give rights of entry.  Area 4A, along East Range Road, was completed on January 30, 2007.  Mr. Nore stated that Area 4D was completed on April 5, 2007.

Work Completed

Site Visit



August 05

Work Plan



December 15, 2005

Area 1A Completed


February 17, 2006

Lakeview Sub. Compl.

October 11, 2006

Area 4A Completed


January 30, 2007

Area 4D Completed


April 05, 2007

AREA 4D UPDATE

At this point, Mr. Nore explained the definitions of Munitions & Explosives of concern and other definitions of interest.

Definitions

· MEC – Munitions & Explosives of Concern


-UXO – Unexploded Ordnance


-DMM – Discarded Military Munitions


-MC – Munitions Constituents

· MD – Munitions Debris

· HE – High Explosive

· AP-T – Armor Piercing, Tracer

Mr. Nore proceeded to explain the “removal procedures” that they adhere to:

Removal Procedures

· Measure 2-acre envelope around residences

· Lay out grids and lanes

· Clear vegetation and surface clutter

· Mag/dig

· Dispose of MEC/MD

Clearance Results – Area 4D

At this time, Mr. Nore explained how they cleared Area 4D.  He stated that they cleared 12 residences (24 acres).  He noted that they had 133 evacuations, which they sent to a hotel.  He stated that there were 31,290 digs to which they found 3 items.  The items were:  two 2 each 37mm projectile, HE and one (1) 105mm projectile, HE. Also found were munitions debris as noted below.

· Cleared 12 residences (24 acres)

· 133 Evacuations

· 31,290 digs

· UXO items


-37mm projectile, HE (2)


-105 mm projectile, HE (1)

· Munitions Debris


-37mm projectile AP-T (18)


-57mm projectile AP-T (33)

· M63 (37mm) 105mm Subcal Projectiles (20)

· Numerous 105mm fragments

(Mr. Nore introduced David (Dave) Wilson, the Sr. UXO Supervisor for the work being completed in Butner.)

Mr. Nore displayed a Site Map of Area 4D noting the “clearance areas”.  He also displayed pictures of the following:

· 37mm HE Projectile Uncovered

· 37mm demolition

· 57mm AP-T Projectile in Trunk

· 105mm HE Projectile Uncovered

· 105mm Projectile Location

Area 4C - Status

Mr. Nore noted that Area 4C was the next area that they cleared which is located on Uzzle Road, north of Enon Road.  Their job was to clear 2 acres around 8 dwellings.  He stated that they have not completed clearing this area due to refusals to evacuate and stopped by turkey hunting season.  He stated that one team has been demobilized and they are preparing to demobilize the rest.  Mr. Nore continued to relate what items were found as noted below:

· Area 4C – 8 Dwellings

· Grenade found with pin intact (4559 Uzzle Road)

· 2.36” practice rocket (4553 Uzzle Road)

· Partially cleared two residences

· Stopped by turkey hunting season and refusals to evacuate

· MSD – 2577 feet

· Demobilized one team, preparing to demobilize rest

Mr. Nore displayed two (2) pictures as noted below:

1. Area 4C MSD/4C-2

2. MK II hand grenade, HE

NEXT PHASE

Mr. Nore related that the next phase depends on an approved Explosive Safety Submission (ESS).  All the areas are required to have an approved ESS by the Department of the Defensive Explosives Safety Board.  The ESS has been sent to Washington and they are waiting for approval.  He continued to note the next phase as follows:

· Area 4B – 10 Acres + 3 Dwellings

· Area 4E – 3 Dwellings

· Area 4 Remaining Lands – 25 Dwellings

At this time, Mr. David Wilson, Sr. UXO Supervisor, displayed/explained the different types of ordnance.

There are different types of the 37mm projectile – 

· The armor piercing - tracer has a small hole in the back and it is not an explosive hazard.
· The HE projectile has a bigger hole (quarter size base plug in it) and it has a fuse that has explosive in it - this is very dangerous, if found, you should call the local authorities.

· Mr. Wilson further noted that if any grenade is found it could be dangerous, and you should call the local authorities and have the bomb disposal people take a look at it. 

DISCUSSION

At this time, Mr. Veazey opened the floor for discussion. The following concerns were noted:

Mr. Irv Mancour stated that his property is surrounded with undeveloped land and as lots are sold will the buyers be aware of the potential danger of ordnance?  Mr. Baker responded by stating that when zoning permits are issued they are stamped with a warning on it.  He also noted that approved plats are stamped with warnings.  Mr. Baker related that real estate representatives are to tell potential buyers according to the “real estate disclosure law”.  He noted that homeowners selling property are obligated to tell of the potential ordnance.

Irv and Andrea Mancour related that they own the property that the 105mm were found on.  Their son’s mobile home was located a small distance from the 105mm and also a trashcan (which he burns) was located near by.  Ms. Mancour stated that she felt a strong need to tell people that they should have their property cleared because of the potential danger.  She noted that she was willing to help get the word out to convince residents to have their property evaluated for ordnance.  She also noted that the UXO people were accommodating and easy to work with.

Ms. Pam Dixon stated that her land couldn’t be cleared in Area 4C because a property owner refuses to evacuate.  She related that the resident who refuses to evacuate states that it is a form of communism She does not think it is right to the other property owners to have their lives put in danger because he refuse to evacuate.  She asked if there was a “legal form” to have him evacuated?

Chairman Veazey stated that the Advisory Board would have to consult with the Army Corps of Engineers to see what can be done.

Sam Colella and the RAB told Ms. Mancour that she should tell her story to her friends and neighbor’s of the potential danger in her son’s backyard and this should be an incentive to have their land cleared.

Ms. Mancour stated that the letter sent to the residents stated that “you may be asked to leave your residence”.   Residents are saying that the letter didn’t state that you have to leave your property.  She asked if the letter could be re-written as not to give residents an option whether to leave or not.   Ms. Dixon noted that the resident that is refusing to evacuate received said letter.  

Mr. Scott Sides resides in Area 4C and stated that he has waited along time to get to this point.  He asked if there will be a delay and when will they be coming back to finish clearing Area 4C?  He further asked if the man (who refuses right of entry) could be excluded because he refuses to evacuate?  Can you get legal approval and what about liability?

Mr. Nore related that the Corps of Engineers develops their own standards on how to deal with explosives.  He stated that they couldn’t dig if any people are within a ½ mile radius.  If they find an explosive accidentally and it goes off, someone is going to get killed.  He stated that he has gone to the Corps of Engineers on some suggestions of allowing some of the residents, such as Mr. Hicks, who owns a shop just on the edge of the MSD, if he could stay in his shop and work, while we are doing out work (based on the construction of his building).  We have completed that type of work before, noting if the building is sound enough and can it withstand the fragmentation.  He stated that they can calculate to figure out what kind of material has to be in place in order for someone to stay in their building while we do our work.

Mr. Marty Colclough related that a court order should be issued to have residents removed who refused right of entry.  

Mr. Scott Sides asked if they could come back and search his property after the turkey season had ended to which David Wilson stated, “yes”.  

Ms. Dixon asked if the road could be closed?  Further noting if the Sheriff’s Department could do this?  Mr. Colella related that this would be a legal situation.  Mrs. Mancour stated that her road was shut off while their land was being cleared.  It was noted that barricades could be used to shut off certain areas.

Chairman Veazey stated that the RAB would discuss the concerns brought forward and consider what actions can be done.

SCHOOL PROGRAM UPDATE

Mr. Brennan Bouna with the UNC Institute for the Environment, stated the following:

· They are sending out Former Camp Butner Coloring Books to the students at schools and to the adults they are sending out pamphlets and a video that last ½ hour (he passed out these video’s at the meeting to those who were interested).  The schools included are Granville, Durham and Person Counties.   He stated that they would be talking with the PTA’s of the schools.

FUTURE WORK DISCUSSION

Ray Livermore related that they would be working in Area 4B, then 4E after 4C.  It will take about 3 months to go through the process with ESS’s approval. There are 25 homes in Area 4.

Art Shacter related that Marti Morgan, NCDENR Engineer, has drafted a memo summarizing the Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) Report and a copy of this presentation.

Barry Baker related that it would be enlightening if they could see where they are with funding; 1) how much do they have left; 2) how much has been spent, and; 3) will there be monies left over.  Noted that if there are monies available could Roberts Chapel Road be cleaned up?  The road has existing homes and potential subdivisions for 2007 are as follows:

· One (1) subdivision has been approved,

· A phase of an existing subdivision will be presented to the Board for approval, and;

· Another subdivision will be forthcoming to the Board for approval.

Mr. Livermore related that he would present something at the next meeting. He further noted that the homes on Roberts Chapel Road would have to be identified and the paper work has to be submitted before work could be completed.

Mr. Baker and Hope Taylor-Guevara spoke briefly about the Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Government (KTCOG).  They noted that the KTCOG in connection with the Department of Defense’s Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA) is proceeding with the necessary course of action to conduct a Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) for Camp Butner.  The purpose of the JLUS is to encourage cooperative land use planning between the military installation and the surrounding communities so that future community growth and development are complete with the training or operational missions of the installation.

Christy Glosson resides on the property with the power line.  She asked if her property would be cleared?  Ray Livermore stated that her property has been submitted to be cleared and was approved, but not at the present time.  He stated that reason the property could not be cleared at this time is there are no engineering controls (i.e. barricade, shielding) to prevent damage to the adjacent power transmission lines if ordnance is encountered and blown in place.  He further noted that they were considering clearing part of her property to see if it was outside the fragmentation distance.  He stated that they have been talking with Progress Energy about clearing her property to determine what liability issues exist with power lines.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT UPDATE

Mr. Veazey noted that Harry Coleman has published two (2) excellent articles in the Butner-Creedmoor News about the RAB and there were two (2) ads in the paper for committee members.  Also, approximately one (1) week ago Channel 11 had a movie clip about the ordnance of the Camp Butner Area.  Mr. Veazey also acknowledged that some of the property owners in the Butner Area were present at tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Livermore stated that prior to working in Area 4C, he had visited and spoke with homeowners and gave them brochures which explained the project and a contact phone number was listed in case they had questions.  He further noted that Mr. Hicks was invited to come and address the RAB committee.

Mr. Shacter noted the following ideas of how we can get information of the RAB out to the public:

· Signs

· Official Brochure

· Notification during Permitting

· Notification on Tax Bills

· Notification with Hunting Permits

· Newspaper Articles/Interviews

· Visual Media

· Classroom Education

· Internet Website

· Reverse 911 System

· Restoration Advisory Board

Mr. Baker announced that the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) meeting is being held May 8, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. at the Town of Butner’s Town Hall.  Mr. Veazey stated that a RAB member should attend this meeting to which Mr. McGee, Mr. Veazey, and Mr. Baker agreed that they would attend this meeting.

Mr. Colella asked Mr. Baker who can you contact to move residents who will not vacate their property.  Mr. Baker stated that the Corps of Engineers should research this and he further noted that without due process how could you make someone leave their home.  It was also noted that the “State of Emergency” would have to be involved before you can vacate someone. Mr. David Smith with the Sheriff’s Department and Doug Logan with Emergency Management would be the contact people.

UXO SIGN UPDATE

Mr. Livermore stated that the “contract award” has not been approved as of yet.  

ORDNANCE DISCOVERY UPDATE

Mr. Veazey stated that he found a 2.36 inch tank device on his property that had not been exploded and it was in perfect condition.  He noted that it was blown up by the proper people within two (2) hours after it was found (Doug Logan was involved with this).

RAB MEMBERSHIP

Mr. Veazey noted that he had written two (2) members of the RAB; Mike Arrington and Patsy Christian.  In the letter he told these members that according to our by-laws they have been removed from the RAB membership due to missing three (3) consecutive meetings without excused absences.  Mr. Veazey also wrote Mr. Edgar Smoak a letter relating that the RAB accepted his resignation from the board and thanked him for his services on the board.  He also told Mr. Smoak that a Butner Advisory Board member and/or all RAB candidates must apply through the RAB  “application process” and be approved by the board.  

CLOSING/ACTION ITEMS

Mr. Veazey told the Board Members to contact Mr. Livermore if they had any agenda items they would like to discuss at the next RAB meeting.  It was noted that the next regular RAB meeting would be July 26, 2007 at 6:30 held at the Butner Town Operations Building.

Mr. Coleman asked if the proposed annexation of Butner would have an affect on the ordnance clearance?  Mr. Veazey related that it has not been considered and would be put on July agenda’s for discussion.  Mr. Coleman noted that it might be discussed by the Legislature before the next RAB meeting.  

At 8:20 p.m., Hope Taylor-Guevara motioned to adjourn, seconded by Scott Strickland and was unanimously carried.
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