
Appendix II.  General criteria used to evaluate the success or failure of activities at mitigation sites and required remedial actions to be 
implemented should monitoring indicate failure of a component. 

Mitigation Component Success (requires no action)                Failure →                  Action 
 
(1.)  Photo Reference Sites 
        Longitudinal photos 
        Lateral photos  

 
No substantial* aggradation, 
degradation or bank erosion.   

 
Substantial aggradation, 
degradation or bank erosion.  

 
When substantial aggradation, 
degradation or bank erosion occurs, 
remedial actions will be planned, 
approved, and implemented. 

 
(2.)  Plant Survival 
       Survival plots 
       Stake counts 
       Tree counts 
 

 
¾ 75% Coverage in Photo Plots 
 
Survival and growth of at least 320 
trees/acre through year 3, then 
10% mortality allowed in year 4 
(288 trees/acre) and additional 
10% mortality in year 5 for 260 
trees/acre through year 5.   

 
< 75% coverage in photo plots 
for herbaceous cover. 
 
Survival of less than 320 trees 
per acre through year 3 and 
then less than the success 
criteria for years 4 and 5. 
 

 
Areas of less than 75% coverage 
will be re-seeded and or fertilized, 
live stakes and bare rooted trees will 
be planted to achieve desired 
densities. 

 
(3.) Channel Stability 
      Cross-sections 
      Longitudinal profiles 
      Pebble counts 
 

 
Minimal evidence of instability 
(down-cutting, deposition, bank 
erosion, increase in sands or finer 
substrate material). 

 
Substantial* evidence of 
instability. 

 
When Substantial evidence of 
instability occurs, remedial actions 
will be planned, approved, and 
implemented. 

 
(4.) Biological Indicators 
       Invertebrate populations 
       Fish populations 
 

 
Population measurements remain 
the same or improve, and species 
composition indicates a positive 
trend. 

 
Population measurements and 
species composition indicate a 
negative trend. 

 
Reasons for failure will be evaluated 
and remedial action plans 
developed, approved, and 
implemented. 

 
          *Substantial or subjective determinations of success will be made by the mitigation sponsor and confirmed by COE and review agencies. 
            Monitoring Level 1 will include items 1, 2, and 3, and may include item 4 based on the project review. 
            Monitoring Level 2 will include items 1 and 2, and may include item 3 based on the project review. 
            Monitoring Level 3 will include only item 1. 
 
 

 


