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Dredging needs in AIWW urgent, Corps says





The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, has identified thirteen areas in the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway that require dredging due to shoaling, but not all of them will be addressed because of funding shortfalls and environmental constraints.  


“The controlling depth is about 7.5 feet mean low water (MLW) in the AIWW proper, and – for example – there is as little as 3 feet in the New River side channel to Jacksonville, North Carolina, and 5 feet in Motts Channel, a side channel near Wrightsville Beach,” said Bob Sattin, the Wilmington District’s Chief of Navigation.


 “A reduction in the funds made available for dredging the AIWW in the fiscal year 2002 budget, coupled with a backlog of maintenance dredging, resulted in limited channel availability for navigation,” Sattin said. “We are prioritizing the work we are able to do, using our contractor dredging capacity to put the most serious navigation needs first. We simply don’t have funds to meet the urgent needs in all 13 shoaled areas.”


The Federal Budget for Fiscal Year 2003 includes only enough funding to survey conditions in the AIWW. “Unless more funding is added to the federal budget for dredging the AIWW,the Coast Guard may be forced to impose draft restrictions on vessels or other limitations on use of the waterway,” Sattin said. 


	For detailed information on shoaling areas, see the Wilmington District’s Navigation Home Page at: http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/nav 


The US Coast Guard has issued Notices to Mariners covering known areas of shoaling, and a Marine Safety Information Bulletin stating “All vessel traffic with drafts greater than 7 feet is strongly discouraged from transiting this area until dredging operations are completed. Mariners, particularly those without local knowledge, are urged to use caution when transiting this area.” See the �Local Notice to Mariners website.  http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm/default.htm
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