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TO:
Frank Yelverton

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District

Wilmington District

P.O. Box 1890

Wilmington, NC 28402-1890

FROM: William Burton (Program Manager)

Versar, Inc.

9200 Rumsey Road

Columbia, MD 21045

SUBJECT: Progress report for CSA Contract No. GS-00F-0007L (Delivery order No. W912PM-04-F-7010) Monitoring to Assess Potential Environmental Impacts Associated with the Dare County Beaches (Bodie Island) Shoreline Protection Project, Dare County, North Carolina.

Dear Frank:

This is the eleventh progress report summarizing our accomplishments and ongoing tasks for the Dare County beach monitoring program.  This report covers the period from February 02, 2006 to April 3, 2006.
Accomplishments Year 1:  The final draft report for year one has been reviewed and accepted as the final report.

Accomplishments Year 2:  The second year of seasonal sampling has been completed.  All sampling was completed without incident and samples and data are currently going through QA/QC or being processed in the lab.
Winter Sampling Year 2

Fisheries Sampling:  Fisheries sampling was conducted throughout the month of March and was completed on the 31st.  Nearshore water temperatures ranged from 43-50 during the sampling of fish.   All net sampling at the beaches and the offshore borrow sites was completed on time.  During the winter collections the northern tip of the study beach was being impacted by the local renourishment activities.   Very few species were collected in the offshore trawls and no visible differences between sites were noticed.  Spiny Dogfish, Spider Crab, Atlantic Croaker, Clearnose Skate, and Atlantic Menhaden were the only species collected in the trawls.  Atlantic Croaker were saved and processed for stomach content analysis.  A total of nice species were collected in beach samples from seine hauls.  Most of the fish collected in the seines consisted of pre-spawn alosids.  Hickory Shad and a few American Shad were the most commonly collected species in the winter.  Several sciaenids were present in low numbers and saved for stomach content analysis.
Benthic Sampling:  Benthic sampling was conducted at the original borrow site, the borrow site reference, and the new proposed borrow site in Mid-March and sampling was completed by March 16th.  A total of ten random sites were visited and sampled at each site.  All samples were field processed and brought back to Versar for sorting and later analysis.  No problems were encountered.

Beach benthic sampling was completed at Southern Shores (reference site) and the Impact beach site during the week of February 20th.  Ten fixed sites at each beach were sampled with no problems encountered.  All samples from that beach were field processed and brought back to Versar for sorting and later analysis.  In addition, Douglas Piatkowski from USACE conducted a site visit on the 22nd of February.  On that day benthic beach sampling was conducted at the reference beach.  

Ghost Crab Sampling:  The density of ghost crab holes was sampled at each beach benthic sampling location for a total of ten sites (two repetitions per site) per beach.  Ghost Crab counts were completed at the study site prior to the localized beach renourishment activities conducted by the town of Kitty Hawk.  Less than five holes were recorded for both the study and reference area.
Bird and Creel Sampling:  The bird and creel survey continues to be conducted on a regular basis.  Aside from weather delays there have been no reported problems or issues with data collection.
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